Function of insulin-like growth factor (IGF-I) and its binding protein (IGFBP-1) in pathological proliferation of endometrium.
The purpose of this project was the investigation of insulin, IGF-I and IGFBP-1 concentrations in the serum of patients with pathological changes in endometrium. IGF-I and its binding protein (IGFBP-1) stimulate cell growth and differentiation of the normal and neoplastic endometrium. The mean values of IGF-I concentrations in the group of patients with atypical hyperplasia and endometrial carcinoma were significantly higher than in the control group with normal endometrium. Significantly higher IGFBP-1 concentrations were found in the serum of patients with the atypical hyperplasia of endometrium and endometrial carcinoma. The correlation between insulin concentration and changes in endometrium in the examined groups was not found.